PHOTO BY FREEPIK

VOLUME 35, ISSUE 1
JANUARY 2022

The Manna
NEWSLETTER OF THE MCDONALD ROAD SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

Church Transforms into Bethlehem Inn
McDonald Road Church transformed
into an inn on the streets of Bethlehem on
Sunday, December 5, 2021. Called “A Night
in Bethlehem” and hosted by our Women’s
Ministry team, the event invited participants
to arrive in Biblical attire and experience the
night that Jesus was born in Bethlehem.
Each woman was given a Biblical name and
biography for the night. For example, she could
be given the name Hannah and told that she is
married to Simeon. She has 8 boys and 2 girls
and they’ve traveled from Jericho.
With their Biblical characters in mind,
Carol Wheeler presented the program where
attendees became travelers for the census who
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were staying at the inn, being entertained, and
dining. During their stay, Mary and Joseph
arrived and were sent to the stable because
there was no room in the inn. There were
visits from the shepherds and the wise men,
and Roman soldiers came to keep the peace.
A temple tax was also collected, which will
benefit our sanctuary remodeling project.
Food was inspired by simple Biblical fare
and the Pathfinders served the meal and acted
out parts of the story, led by Andrew Myaing
and Amy Nicholas. The Baldodano family led
the singing.
Many thanks to everyone who participated
and helped create A Night in Bethlehem!

“A Night In Bethlehem” Photos
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I Am Your God Who Heals You: Our Testimony
By Mary Anne Turner

“I am your God who heals you” had real meaning for
us this past year and a half. It all began May, 2020. Our
three children (all in the medical field) came to talk to us
about our medical situations we were facing. In reading
the papers from David’s doctor for the test he was to
have, they noticed no anesthesia was to be used. They
advised against this. David called a church friend who
had recently gone through the same procedure and he
gave David his doctor’s name. Blessing one.
The doctor I went to said he didn’t do hernia surgery,
but gave us a referral of another doctor he said he
would send his mother to. Blessing two.
The evening before the appointment our youngest
daughter Melissa saw a double rainbow at the end of
the driveway— one for each of us. The Morning Watch
verse the next morning was the one above. Blessing
three.
September 1, 2020, (our granddaughter’s birthday)
David had his surgery for prostate cancer (due to agent
orange in Viet Nam). It came out intact with no lymph
node involvement. Blessing four.
Six weeks later I had my surgery (on our oldest
daughter’s birthday). It went well, but that night I had
an adverse reaction to the fentanyl
they were giving me for pain. They
revived me with narcan. Blessing
five.
Eighteen days later I was back
in hospital for exploratory surgery.
A perforated duodenal ulcer was
found. Two units of blood for anemia,
TPN because I wasn’t eating and
testing blood sugar every couple
of hours and insulin when needed
even though I wasn’t diabetic, and
supplemental oxygen. When healed
enough I went to Siskin for rehab.
While there I tested positive for
COVID. After ten days I was home for
Christmas. Blessing six.
January 2021, I had one leg
swollen and scan found a large
blood clot the entire length of
my leg (COVID clot). A week later
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I tripped over the threshold and fell (no breaks) and
was back in the hospital for a week and then back to
Siskin for two weeks of rehab, back home February 18.
Follow up PT and wound care (MRSA) at home. Gaining
strength and happy to be home. Blessing seven.
We had our shots and in March and April, David
started radiation treatments five days a week for
eight weeks. At the end April he got to ring the bell,
a ceremony signaling that his treatment was done.
Blessing eight.
Our family took good care us through all of our
journey. And we appreciate all the love shown us by
our friends. Pastor Fred’s prayers at every step were
comforting. And God’s walking with us and giving us
His peace and healing—all are Blessing nine.
We are doing well. David walks 3-6 miles a day. My
clot is almost gone and my hemoglobin is up to 12. God
is so good and to be praised! One of my favorite texts,
“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is
stayed on Thee because he trusteth in Thee,” Isaiah 26:3.
Whatever you may be going through, put your trust in
God and He will give you His peace and walk with you
through your journey.
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The Glories of God: A Parable

January 2022

By Nels Angelin

Do you remember Pathfinder campouts around the
fire singing songs of joy to God under the canopy of
stars? One of those songs has come to my mind as I
made a fire at home on a cold winter night. It’s called
“Pass It On.” You remember how it goes.
It only takes a spark to get a fire going;
and soon all those around
can warm up to its glowing!
That’s how it is with God’s love
once you’ve experienced it;
It’s fresh like spring, you want to sing,
you want to pass it on!
So, here is my little story, and I think it is like our
experience in walking with God, building God’s church
with the gospel joy.

spaced too wide that they will only burn for a short time
and just go out for lack of support. The little young fire
needs fresh pieces added to it little by little to help grow
the glowing coal base. You begin to feel the heating
stretching out wider and wider. It takes patience to let a
little fire burn and grow. When the coals are still bright
and hot. While the fire is young, more small pieces help
the fire to grow. Larger and larger pieces build the fire
till it grows to hold its warmth longer and longer. Now it
can sustain the warmth and fill the room with its cheer.
God provided a fire in the Sanctuary service where
the priests were instructed to get the fire from off the
altar where incense held the aroma that represented
the prayers of the people to rise as a sweet-smelling
savor. There was a sad, sad story in Israel when priests
like Nadab and Abihu, the sons of
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Aaron, chose their own innovation
to take the fire of their own choice,
but not as God instructed. It was
called “common fire.” That was fire
from any other source and not what
God freely provided. The common
fire then became a consuming fire
from the presence of God. God
could not then be silent when the
presumption of men who had been
consecrated to a holy purpose
turned away from a holy God. When
men mix their minds and change
their service to what they may have
thought was only common sense.
No, with a darkened heart they
To build a good fire, I start out small and pull all the chose the arrogance of raw disobedience.
tinder together even before striking the first spark.
In my story, fire can be so small and fragile. Easy to
Interesting, while out camping, yes, you can get a fire snuff out with a blink when its tinder has no base. The
going even in the rain if you gather good material for a opposite is when a spark of fire takes hold in powder
good base to help the fire to burn.
dry tinder in a forest brush and quickly becomes a
With my home fire, I surround the tinder with a wildfire that cannot be quenched. Fire will destroy
couple of good dry pieces that are a bit larger that will everything in its path that seems to go on forever taking
protect the small fire till it can spread the glow to grow many lives and homes in terrible violent, uncontrolled
and grow. Add the spark, you must know, the little fire catastrophe.
is fragile and must be held tight together to keep the
This world is being consumed today by the violence
fire going while it is still small. The fire needs a breath of of sin in which the enemy of God plays his arrogant
air to get it down at the base, but the sticks must not be experiments to make God look bad as though somehow
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Rodgers Organ Dedicated
McDonald Road Church held a special dedication service on December 11, 2021 for the Rodgers organ that
recently replaced our previous organ. We are very grateful that we can worship God through music each week.
If you missed the service, you can watch it in our video archive: https://vimeo.com/653282497
Thank you to Jeff Lemon for sharing the following photos of the service:
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Glories,

continued

God is responsible for innocent suffering. It is true that
in these last days the Spirit of God is being withdrawn
from the earth holding the winds of strife. Satan is a
master of deception twisting his own actions to cause
destruction of many kinds and calling it what men have
called an “Act of God.” The act that God will perform will
bring about the conclusion to finish the judgment of
God in response to Satan marshaling all the wicked to
surround the City of God, New Jerusalem, the camp of
the saints. That very day, it will be the voice of God that
will call for fire, “from God out of heaven and devour
them all” (Revelation 20:9). Peter tells us also of that fire,
“the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the
elements will melt with fervent heat” (2 Peter 3:12). The
MCDONALDROAD.ORG

relief will be that Satan and his followers are reserved
for that fire and the promise of God is the curse will be
ended. “He will make an utter end it. Affliction will not
rise up a second time” (Nahum 1:9).
A storm has been brewing, transforming our country
by design today, turned away from what it has been.
I heard a comforting message today from President
Trump. He said, “Our country is in great trouble and
needs a Savior.” “Our country has a Savior and needs a
Savior today, right now! And that is not me.” With that
kind of humility, I believe the Lord, who is our Savior,
can empower and lead us back to prosperity to finish
the witness we have been provided of the gospel.
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Carolers Share Joy
On Dec. 4, 2021, a group of carolers from McDonald Road Church shared
some joy through music with our neighboring community. Thank you to
Sarah McDugal for the photos and the Christman family for organizing the
outreach event!
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Gifts for Jesus
Thank you to everyone who brought Gifts for Jesus and to Janice Parker
for organizing this project. The gifts will be given to the Samaritan Center
for distribution to those in need. Thank you to Jeff Lemon for the photo.
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Basketball/Open Gym Nights
Basketball/Open Gym Nights: Starting January 4 and running through
May 3, the first Tuesday of the month, there will be Basketball/Open Gym
Nights for youth and young adults. (6-8:00 p.m.) Contact Pastor Starr for
more information.
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10 Days of Prayer
UPDATE: McDonald Road’s 10 Days of Prayer has been moved to
February due to scheduling conflicts. It will begin Wednesday, February 9
and meet in the Fireside Room each evening at 7:00 p.m. Learn more about
the larger event at www.tendaysofprayer.org.
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Announcements
Our Prayers go out to the family of Holly Lacey Morse.
A Celebration of Life will be held Sunday, January 23,
2022, at 11:00 a.m. at McDonald Road Church.
Updating Our Church to Uplift Jesus: Visit the website
to learn what’s happening with our renovation
project and how you can help. https://mcdonaldroad.
org/churchupdate/
Academy Day at Collegedale Academy on January
14: Collegedale Academy invites all high school aged
students to come see what it’s like to be a part of the
CA family.
January 8: Religious liberty and freedom of conscience
have been receiving a lot of attention of recently.
Kevin James, associate director for the Southern
Union Religious Liberty department will be our guest
speaker and will also conduct a follow-up seminar at
3:00 pm.
Ski / snowboarding trip January 30, 2022: $100 rental
and lift ticket. Transportation provided. $65 if you
bring your equipment. More information coming
soon.

Vespers: Join us for a Hymn Sing at 5:00 p.m. on
January 15 for our first vespers program of the
new year. Then on January 22 we’ll have Pastor
Jerry Johns for another special vespers program.
Find the vespers schedule for January through June
at
https://mcdonaldroad.org/2021/12/29/2022vespers-schedule/
Watch our live stream of Church (9:00 & 11:30 am)
and Sabbath School (10:00 am) at mcdonaldroad.
org.
Find more news and information on our website at
www.mcdonaldroad.org.
Four ways to get and share church news:
1) Have The Manna delivered to your email inbox
each month and get important church updates!
Subscribe at http://eepurl.com/giOdJn.
2) Read The Manna on our website.
3) “Like” us on Facebook @McDonaldRoadSDA.
4) Submit news to news@mrcsda.org.

Please note that opinions expressed in The Manna are solely the authors’ and do not necessarily reflect the
opinions and beliefs of the McDonald Road Seventh-day Adventist Church.
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McDonald Road Seventh-day Adventist Church
5440 McDonald Road
McDonald, TN 37353
Address Service Requested

McDonald Road Seventh-day Adventist Church
Head of the Church
Jesus Christ
Senior Pastor
Fred R. Fuller
Family Life
Paul Smith
Youth Pastor
Geoff Starr
Church Secretary
Eva Burchard
Weekly Programs and Worship Services:
1st Service
Saturday at 9:00 a.m.
Sabbath School
Saturday at 10:00 a.m.
2nd Service
Saturday at 11:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting
Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.

Church Office:
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Phone: (423) 396-3462 • Web: www.mcdonaldroad.org
Please send address changes to:
McDonald Road Seventh-day Adventist Church
5440 McDonald Road, McDonald, TN 37353
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