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New Member Ministry Blesses with Baskets
McDonald Road is a active and growing 

church! We’ve had many new members join 
our congregation, and one of our church 
ministries, led by Tim and Kathy Cook, is 
providing gift baskets for our new members to 
help them feel welcome. Lezlee Walters asked 
Kathy Cook some questions about the New 
Member Ministry, so keep reading below to 
learn more about this special ministry. 

Q. I saw all those beautiful baskets on the 
stage one Sabbath. Who were 
those for?

A. Those baskets were for 
the seven new families joining 
our church this month.

Q. How did this all get 
started?

A. We are a large church 
and I never knew who the 
new members were—their 
names were voted on, but 
there wasn’t a process in place 
for us to get to know them or 
even see a picture of them. 
For a few years I suggested 
that “someone” should do 
something about it. Everyone 
thought it was a good idea 
but that’s where it stayed…
just an idea. 
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Three years ago, when Tim was asked to 
chair the New Member Committee, he and 
I made the decision to introduce each family 
and present them with a nice “personalized” 
basket on the week they were voted.

Q. Where do you get all those items?
A. I am a bargain shopper—I love finding 

great deals and everywhere am keeping my 
eyes open for items that can be included in 
the baskets. I speak with each family ahead of 
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time and then based on what they like to do the search 
begins for the right items to put into their basket. 

Q. What do you include in each basket?
A. Each basket gets a devotional book of some kind, a 

church directory, a bath and body pump soap, cookies, 
various other goodies, bread and then the personalized 
gift. My goal is to make it fun for the families to go home 
and look through their baskets and find that someone 
took the time to try and make it special for each of their 
family members.

Q. Do you do this all by yourself?
A. Finding baskets is always a challenge—Janice 

Parker has been such a blessing as she watches for 
the right sized baskets and gets many of them for this 
ministry. Piece of Cake bakery donates thumb print 
cookies, Mildred Kirk provides funds for the pump 
soaps, Bella Jones, Doris Palmer, and Lezlee Walters 
have made delicious bread. Kristi and Taylor Lockridge 
designed a lovely welcome card to use for each basket. 

Q. What positive things have you seen as a result of 
the baskets?

A. When I introduce them and share about their 
life a little, it is fun to see people go to them and 
talk about common interests. One time we had two 
families transferring from the same church in California 

and they didn’t know each other. How unique that 
they both ended up right here at McDonald Road 
Church! Another time I got a call from someone who 
remembered hearing that the new member was a dog 
trainer and wanted to contact them, and someone 
else was looking for the new member that taught 
cello lessons. And at the end of church when they are 
carrying their basket, it is easy to identify them as the 
new member. Another great opportunity to give them 
a warm welcome. 

Q. How can people help?
A. Look for baskets (they need to be large enough 

to fit all the items), magnetic note pads, gently used 
devotional books, crazy socks for teens (and any other 
ideas for this age!), Pringles cans fit nicely, donate funds 
to the “welcome committee” and feel free to contact me 
any time for questions or ideas. 

We have a wonderful church family. I am just one 
member with a passion to help people feel welcome 
and blessed to join this family. I encourage everyone to 
be aware of who is around you and reach out to them—
make sure everyone who walks through our doors gets 
acknowledged with a kind word. 

If you have questions or want to help with our New 
Member Ministry, call Kathy Cook at 423-400-2526.
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As of September 19, 2022, the renovation of our church sanctuary and lobby is nearing an end. Many facets of 
the project are being wrapped up, and the room is looking closer to being finished. Stay tuned to for upcoming 
announcements about when we will be returning our worship services to the sanctuary, along with a date for the 
grand opening and dedication in the coming weeks.

We are close to wrapping up the fundraising for the "Updating Our Church to Uplift Jesus" campaign, however 
it is ongoing until the finalized total cost of the project is determined. As with all renovation projects, prices of 
supplies and other changes along the way affect the total cost. 

Learn more and donate at https://mcdonaldroad.org/churchupdate.

Renovation Update: Sept. 19, 2022

PHOTOS BY BECKY BROOKS

https://mcdonaldroad.org/churchupdate
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https://blueprintformen.org/?event=the-dirt-works-mens-summit&event_date=2022-10-21
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Join us for Collegedale Academy’s 11th Annual Sandy 
Erickson Race for Christian Education on Nov. 6, 2022. 

This community building Fun Run, 5K race, and 
carnival supports Collegedale Academy’s Worthy 
Student Fund. The Worthy Student Fund is a part of 
the CA’s student aid program that gives many students 
the opportunity, who otherwise might not have the 
chance, to attend CA; including just at 200 students this 
school year!  

We invite your support by donating to the cause 
and registering to run/walk in the 5K race and Fun Run:  
sandyericksonfunrun.org or call Race Coordinator, 
Marilee Silverstein directly: 423-396-2124 x 5017.

- Collegedale Academy

Sandy Erickson Race 
for Christian Education

https://mcdonaldroad.org/2022/09/01/plan-now-for-nov-5-barn-party/
https://sandyericksonfunrun.org/
https://sandyericksonfunrun.org/
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Announcements
Vespers - October 15: Join us Oct. 15 at 6:00 p.m. for 
a Gaither Music Celebration. It will be a mixture of 
congregational singing and special numbers from 
our church family. Take a look at the vespers schedule 
for the rest of the year at https://mcdonaldroad.
org/2022/05/30/2022-vespers-june-december/.

Pastor Geoff will be away (with Pathfinders, multiple CA 
events, and conferences) some Sabbaths, September 
through October. He will still be available through 
phone (304) 834-2131 and email gstarr@mrcsda.org.

Gaither Music Celebration: On Sabbath, Oct 15, 
McDonald Road Church will have a Special Vespers 
celebrating the music of Bill and Gloria Gaither. It 
will be a mix of congregational singing and special 
numbers from our church family. Take a look at the 
vespers schedule for the rest of the year at https://
mcdonaldroad.org/2022/05/30/2022-vespers-june-
december/.

We are excited to announce that we have a profile 
on the Bible app. If you are connected with our 
church please set it as your church in the app. There 
will more more to come through the app.

DivorceCare, a program offering hope and healing, will 
run Friday evenings September 9 through December 2, 
5:00-7:30 pm, in the Focus Room at Collegedale Church. 
For more information, text Ana Ferriera (941) 726-4475.

Samaritan Center Pantry Needs: Juice, Mayo, Cream of 
Celery Soup, Salad Dressing, Ramen, Fruit, Jelly, Baked 
Beans (not vegetarian), Mashed Potatoes, Pasta/Rice 
Dinners. Please bring your items to the church office, or 
put them in the Treasure Chest (by the Welcome Table 
in the Gym). Contact Janice Parker with questions: (423) 
236-4142. Thank you!

Health Seminar: You are invited to STRONG IMMUNITY 
AND THE POWER OF FITNESS where you will learn 
about inflammation and the Immune System, Strength 
Training, Cardio and Weight Loss, and Vaccinations and 
the Immune System at the Ooltewah SDA Church, Sept 
28-Oct 1 at 7pm. Come at 6:30 pm Thursday, Friday, 
Saturday for a light meal. Take home gifts that will help 
you in your health/fitness journey. Contact Ann with 
questions: (518) 879-2321.

Nursing Lecture: Florence Oliver Anderson nursing 
lecture, Tuesday, October 25, 2022 from 8:30am-
12:00pm in the Iles P.E. Center. “Surviving Survival: A 
Journey Back to Physical, Mental, and Spiritual Wellness” 
by guest speaker Michelle Glenn, shark attack survivor. 
To register call (423) 236-2155.

Find more news, information, the church calendar, 
and our video archive on our website at www.
mcdonaldroad.org.

Four ways to get and share church news: 
1) Have The Manna delivered to your email inbox each 
month and get important church updates! Subscribe at 
http://eepurl.com/giOdJn. 
2) Read The Manna on our website.
3) “Like” us on Facebook @McDonaldRoadSDA. 
4) Submit news to news@mrcsda.org.

https://mcdonaldroad.org/2022/05/30/2022-vespers-june-december/
https://mcdonaldroad.org/2022/05/30/2022-vespers-june-december/
https://mcdonaldroad.org/2022/05/30/2022-vespers-june-december/
https://mcdonaldroad.org/2022/05/30/2022-vespers-june-december/
https://mcdonaldroad.org/2022/05/30/2022-vespers-june-december/
http://www.mcdonaldroad.org
http://www.mcdonaldroad.org
http://eepurl.com/giOdJn
https://mcdonaldroad.org/resources/the-manna/
https://www.facebook.com/McDonaldRoadSDA/
mailto:news%40mrcsda.org?subject=
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GCC Women’s Ministries Day Retreat

Oct. 29, 2022 | Rogersville, TN | 10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Retreat includes lunch, worship, and fellowship.  Cost: $15/person.

JOY IN JESUS: Every single day we face something that threatens our happiness: health problems, rela-
tionship issues, financial concerns, loneliness, frustrations, and fear. A joyful attitude will change how we 
exist, function, and navigate life’s issues. Come learn how to have joy more abundantly.

PRESENTER: Laurie Snyman is a Seventh-day Adventist social worker who has been counseling men, 
women and adolescents for over 30 years. Currently she works for Abide Network, an online faith-based 
coaching service.

LOCATION: Occasions on the Square at 101 W. Main St. Rogersville, TN 37857
Occasions On The Square is a beautiful event center on Main Street in historic Rogersville where many 
special socials are held.

REGISTER BY OCTOBER 6. Learn more and register at https://www.gccsda.com/events/100767.

https://www.gccsda.com/events/100767
http://www.mcdonaldroad.org
https://www.gccsda.com/events/100767


McDonald Road Seventh-day Adventist Church
5440 McDonald Road
McDonald, TN 37353

Address Service Requested

McDonald Road Seventh-day Adventist Church
Head of the Church  Jesus Christ 
Senior Pastor  Fred R. Fuller 
Family Life  Jeremy Wong 
Youth Pastor  Geoff Starr 
Church Secretary  Lisa Myaing

Weekly Programs and Worship Services:
1st Service  Saturday at 9:00 a.m.
Sabbath School Saturday at 10:00 a.m.
2nd Service  Saturday at 11:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting  Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.

Church Office: 
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Phone: (423) 396-3462 • Web: www.mcdonaldroad.org

Please send address changes to: 
McDonald Road Seventh-day Adventist Church 
5440 McDonald Road, McDonald, TN 37353

The Manna
The Manna is the official newsletter of the McDonald Road Seventh-
day Adventist Church. It is published monthly and can be found 
online or mailed to you upon request. News is also published at 
mcdonaldroad.org and on our Facebook page. Submit items by 
emailing them to news@mrcsda.org. Submissions by phone are 
not accepted. Editor: Becky Brooks

Please note that opinions expressed in The Manna are solely the authors’ and do not necessarily reflect the opinions and beliefs of the 
McDonald Road Seventh-day Adventist Church.


