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MRC Honors Veterans and Meets in  
Newly Remodeled Sanctuary

Rick Greve, Northern Region Ministerial Director, shares this report along with several photos 
from Sabbath, Nov. 12, which was our first Sabbath in the remodeled sanctuary and our special 
Veterans Sabbath:

“The McDonald Road Church honored their Veterans today and celebrated by worshipping 
in a completely remodeled sanctuary. Pastor Fred Fuller gave all the praise to God for this major 
makeover. Archie Moore provided the children’s story and the morning message. The choir and 
other musical parts added soul stirring offerings of praise. A new family was welcomed into the 
fellowship by Tim and Kathy Cook. The official reopening is slated for December 10.” 

– Rick Greve, Northern Region Ministerial Director
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Lessons from a Tree
By Jennifer Turk

At first glance....

The barren, crooked, and craggy branches look forlorn and so 
devoid of life. 

Lost is the lush green fullness it wore so proudly a short time ago.  

A symphony that sang with life and beauty. 

Lost are the well hidden nests of creatures whose little homes 
now sit… denuded of life,  song and busy feedings. 

The tree stands empty and quiet…

At second glance…

Maybe,  what seemed like emptiness and death is not the picture 
we see at all…

Maybe the tree,  in the simplicity of its Creator,  has shed itself,  
released of the yearly accumulations. In a glorious display, a final 
act,  the last movement of a symphony only the Creator Himself 
could have composed-

It pours forth its plumage of crimson, rustic golds, and bright 
yellows, falling to the ground in a shower of color to brighten 
earth's floor, as a final movement of harmonies,  blending, and 
building to the  resounding finish.

Once empty and silent,  it rests…

Rejuvenates in the quiet,  holding onto nothing from the past 
season, knowing it's Creator will provide all it needs to begin 
again.

Peace in the Creators perfect orchestration. 

Gone is any anxiety or fret over its lack and perceived  
barrenness…

It simply rests and trusts…

Waiting for the Creator's symphony to rise again

For it is not its voice that calls forth the life but the melodious 
echoes of a loving Creator that awakens the song of life,  every 
season,  without fail,  always perfect,  Always…

Musings on a Sunday afternoon…

PHOTO BY PETER LAW ON UNSPLASH
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On December 11 at 6:00 pm, enjoy an evening of 
delicious vegetarian Asian cuisine and joyful Christmas 
carols, while supporting PBE (Pathfinder Bible 
Experience).

Our PBE kids have memorized the entire book 
of John. They are preparing to participate in North 
American Division finals in Florida, but need your 
help to get there! Come enjoy an evening of food and 
fellowship while supporting our teams. Tickets are $17 
at the door or $15 if you reserve early.

For ticket information and registration, 
email christmasinasia@gmail.com or fill 
out the online form by scanning the QR 
code to the left.

Christmas in Asia PBE Fundraiser: Dec. 11

Collegedale Academy

Collegedale Academy Presents . . . 

A Theatrical Music Production
Mon. Dec. 12, 2022
 Wed. Dec. 14, 2022

7:00 PM
 

CA Auditorium
4855 College Drive 

Collegedale, TN 37315
Featuring CA Opus MMXXIII and Orchestra 

 
 

Music and lyrics by Lawrence Galera 

reatreat
ontroversyontroversy  CC
GGthethe  

INFO AND TICKET RESERVATION
collegedaleacademy.com/performingarts

Based on readings of the Bible and E. G. White 

Come experience the exhilarating production of The Great Controversy as you’ve never seen it before!  This 
Bible based music drama retells the story of God, Michael and Lucifer; featuring singing actors and musicians 
from Collegedale Academy’s high school choir and orchestra.  Performance dates are December 12 & 14, 2022.  
Information and tickets sales ($20 each) at collegedaleacademy.com/performingarts.

Collegedale Academy Presents The Great Controversy
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J O I N  A T  W W W .T E N D A Y S O F P R A Y E R . O R G

January 11–21, 2023

BACK TO 
THE ALTAR

]
McDonald Road Seventh-day Adventist Church
Nightly at 7:00 p.m.

Thank you to Pastor Jeremy Wong for sharing this photo from the “Bells, Brass, and Blessings — A Service of Thanksgiving” vespers 
service on November 19.



MCDONALDROAD.ORG THE MANNA - PAGE 5 



PAGE 6 - THE MANNA MCDONALDROAD.ORG

Announcements
Fellowship Meal: Our monthly fellowship meal will be 
on Dec. 10 following second service. Vegan and gluten 
free options are always plentiful!

Vespers: Join us on Dec. 17 at 5:30 p.m. for a Sounds 
of Christmas vespers service. We will also have a New 
Year’s Eve vespers service on Dec. 31 at 5:00 p.m.

Candelight Communion: Dec. 9 in the Fireside Room.

Pastor Fuller’s Retirement Party: Dec. 18, 2:00-4:00 p.m.

Game Night: Dec. 31, 6:15 p.m. in the Gym.

Caregiver Needed: A former member of McDonald Road 
Church is looking for caregiving help for her elderly 
parents, a few hours per day, 2-3 days per week. They 
would prefer an Adventist caregiver. If you may be able 
to help, please contact Karen Roach at (541) 591-4618.

Apison Seventh-day Adventist Church is looking for 
a Communications Secretary! If you, or someone you 
know, is interested in this part-time paid position, 
please contact Pastor Jason at jasonvyh@gmail.com for 
a full job description.

Band & Strings Students: Students in grades 6-8 
(including home school students) who play a band 
instrument or string instrument (violin 1,violin 2, viola, 
cello, string bass, or harp) are invited to participate in 
the GCC Elementary Band/Strings Festival scheduled 
Jan. 26-27, 2023 at Collegedale Academy. If you would 

MORE ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Find more announcements here: https://
mcdonaldroad.org/resources/community-
announcements/   or scan the QR code below.

like to participate and your school is not participating, 
please register and order music by contacting Debbie 
Begley at 706-629-7951, ext. 372 or emailing dbegley@
gccsda.com by December 15, 2021.

Two 2023 Great Controversy Tours to Europe: The 
first will be March 3-16, the second Sept. 8-21. Both 
tours are similar, and will have as guide, Dr. Gerard 
Damsteegt, specialist in church history and prophetic 
interpretation. See Daniel and Revelation come alive! 
Visit Rome and the Reformation sites in the Waldensian 
Valleys, Switzerland, Germany, and France. Gain a new 
vision for how to prepare for Jesus’ coming. A most 
exciting experience! For more information call 269-
815-8624, or email: GCTours@mac.com.

Table Tennis: Anyone looking for good exercise playing 
table tennis? Contact Carl at 951-809-5064.

Piano lessons for beginner to intermediate are available. 
If you are interested, call Carol Harrison at 423-779-7459.

Family Community Outreach: If you are interested in 
participating in outreach activities and would like to be 
part of the email list for future outings, please contact 
Jennifer Christman at 610-809-9201.

Volunteers Needed for Chattanooga Community 
Kitchen: McDonald Road Church frequently provides 
breakfast for the homeless. For details or to get 
involved, contact Todd Lawson ttlaw@bellsouth.net 
or (256)318-6824. Junior age and older are welcome. 
You can support this outreach by marking your tithe 
envelope, “Community Kitchen.”

Job Shadowing Program: The Life Calling and Career 
Services department at Southern Adventist University 
is creating a job shadowing experience for second-
year freshman and sophomore students. Participating 
students will explore a work environment for half-
a-day (four hours). If you are an employer and have 
interest in participating, please fill out the interest form 
online (https://bit.ly/3Dt1cG5) and the Life Calling and 
Career Services staff will reach out to you. For more 
information, call 423-236-2073.

https://mcdonaldroad.org/resources/community-announcements/
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YiELD Mission Trip - Alaska 

June 30 – July 9, 2023 
 Trip cost $2,200 

$200 to apply 
 

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR Project ResΩ presents the first 
annual Christmas Bazaar at Standifer Gap SDA Church 
(8310 Standifer Gap Rd, Chattanooga, TN 37412). 
Sunday, December 4, 2022, 8 am – 4 pm. Vendor space 
is available (food trucks, farmers, businesses, etc). 
Please email Carla at  mamacita500093@gmail.com to 
rent a space or for more information.

Need for Mentors: Do you enjoy mentoring young 
people? Do you need help around the house – or 
just companionship? The Partnering for Eternity 
(PFE) Scholarship Program has been helping cultivate 
relationships between mentors and students at 
SDA schools since 2006, with the goal of creating 
intergenerational relationships. Mentors receive a one-
hour weekly visit from a child, who is accompanied by 

a parent/guardian. The child receives mentorship from 
you and a PFE scholarship to help with school tuition. If 
you are interested in serving as a mentor, please contact 
the church office.

Find more news, information, the church calendar, and our 
video archive on our website at www.mcdonaldroad.org.

Four ways to get and share church news: 
1) Have The Manna delivered to your email inbox each 
month and get important church updates! Subscribe at 
http://eepurl.com/giOdJn. 
2) Read The Manna on our website.
3) “Like” us on Facebook @McDonaldRoadSDA. 
4) Submit news to news@mrcsda.org.

http://www.mcdonaldroad.org
http://eepurl.com/giOdJn
https://mcdonaldroad.org/resources/the-manna/
https://www.facebook.com/McDonaldRoadSDA/
mailto:news%40mrcsda.org?subject=


McDonald Road Seventh-day Adventist Church
5440 McDonald Road
McDonald, TN 37353

Address Service Requested

McDonald Road Seventh-day Adventist Church
Head of the Church  Jesus Christ 
Senior Pastor  Fred R. Fuller 
Family Life  Jeremy Wong 
Youth Pastor  Geoff Starr 
Church Secretary  Lisa Myaing

Weekly Programs and Worship Services:
1st Service  Saturday at 9:00 a.m.
Sabbath School Saturday at 10:00 a.m.
2nd Service  Saturday at 11:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting  Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.

Church Office: 
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Phone: (423) 396-3462 • Web: www.mcdonaldroad.org

Please send address changes to: 
McDonald Road Seventh-day Adventist Church 
5440 McDonald Road, McDonald, TN 37353

The Manna
The Manna is the official newsletter of the McDonald Road Seventh-
day Adventist Church. It is published monthly and can be found 
online or mailed to you upon request. News is also published at 
mcdonaldroad.org and on our Facebook page. Submit items by 
emailing them to news@mrcsda.org. Submissions by phone are 
not accepted. Editor: Becky Brooks

Please note that opinions expressed in The Manna are solely the authors’ and do not necessarily reflect the opinions and beliefs of the 
McDonald Road Seventh-day Adventist Church.


